
November is a time for reflection and expressing gratitude, and we at the Library Foundation are
deeply thankful for your continuing support of the Long Beach Public Library.

In the spirit of Thanksgiving and honoring those who serve, this month's newsletter begins by
recognizing Veterans' Month. We are privileged to feature Long Beach leader and decorated
U.S. Army veteran Steven Keesal as he shares a book recommendation that guides his daily life
and practice of faith.

We are also excited to share highlights from the Michelle Obama Neighborhood Library
Courtyard unveiling. It was an honor to join community members and city officials to celebrate
this important renovation project—a true testament to what we can accomplish together!

Finally, as we approach the end of the year, we've included important information about
upcoming changes to charitable giving laws in 2026 . This section offers strategic tips for
maximizing your generosity and highlights why 2025 might be the ideal time for accelerating your
philanthropic support.

As you gather with loved ones this month, we wish you a harvest of joy and peace. Thank you,
once again, for being an essential part of the Library Foundation family.

Happy Thanksgiving!

 
​Long Beach Le ​aders Are Readers

United States Army Veteran

Steven Keesal

Steven Keesal served in Afghanistan and Iraq with the
1st Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, United States
Army Special Operations Command and was Grand
Marshal of the 2022 Long Beach Veterans Day
Celebration. He is a First Vice President – Financial
Advisor with RBC Wealth Management and lives in the
California Heights neighborhood with his wife Hope.

Steven's recommended book is Sermon on the Mount
by Emmet Fox. “This book helps me align my
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perspective each morning by connecting to God before I
launch into a high-intensity world. Emmet Fox helped me
take faith into practical application and daily living.”

Read More From Steven
Here

 
Michelle Obama Neighborhood Library Courtyard Opening

On Saturday, November 8th, the Long Beach Public Library Foundation joined library patrons,
community members, public officials, and more to officially unveil the Michelle Obama
Neighborhood Library Courtyard. The event included a ribbon-cutting ceremony and featured
remarks by Mayor Rex Richardson, Councilmember Dr. Joni Ricks-Oddie, and representatives
from the Department of Library, Arts and Culture.

The Michelle Obama Neighborhood Library Courtyard renovation project was made possible
through the support of the Library Foundation alongside several community partners, including
the Long Beach Conservation Corps, the Port of Long Beach, and the Friends of the Long Beach
Public Library. 

 
Foundation-Supported Library Programs & Events ​

 
Upcoming Author Talks
Join the library for virtual discussions on flirtatious cooking, chaos management, appealing villains, and more.

https://www.lbplfoundation.org/long-beach-leaders-are-readers-steven-keesal/


Unlock the Secret Language of Connection with Charles Duhigg
Pulitzer-Prize Winning Journalist and New York Times bestselling author of The Power of Habit
Tuesday, November 18 at 11:00 AM

Scheming Wives and High-Stakes Hilarity with Sue Hincenbergs
Author of The Retirement Plan and Award-Winning Television Producer
Tuesday, December 2 at 11:00 AM

How to Know a Person: Seeing Others and Being Seen with David Brooks
Leading Cultural and Political Commentator and Bestselling Author of The Road to Character
Tuesday, January 13 at 11:00 AM

A Better Way of Thinking About Medicine and Healing with Journalist Julia Hotz
Journalist and Award-Winning Author of The Connection Cure
Tuesday, January 20 at 11:00 AM

The God of the Woods with Liz Moore
New York Times Bestselling and Award-Winning Author of The God of the Woods and Long Bright River
Wednesday, January 28 at 4:00 PM

Each event offers the opportunity to submit questions for an author Q&A. Registration is required for the live
event. All events will be recorded and uploaded to the author talk archive.

Miller Room @ Billie Jean King Main Library
The Miller Special Collections Room is on the first floor of the Billie Jean King Main Library, located at 200 W.
Broadway (on the corner of Broadway & Pacific).

Game Day @ The Miller Room: Senet, Mehen, & Aseb
Saturday, November 22, 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM
In honor of the 103rd anniversary of the discovery of King Tutankhamun’s tomb (on November 4, 1922), come
explore board games from ancient Egypt – the games of Senet, Mehen, and Aseb (20 Squares). Limited seating
and game supplies available; first-come, first-served.

American Life Film Series: The Straight Story (1999)
Saturday, November 29, 2:30 - 4:30 PM
On Thanksgiving weekend, join the Miller Room for a screening of the heartwarming 1999 Academy Award-
winning drama, The Straight Story -- a sweet and gentle reflection on family, memory, and focusing on what’s
most important as we journey toward the autumn of life. Directed by David Lynch; starring Richard Farnsworth &
Sissy Spacek. Rated G. In 4K ultra-high definition with Dolby Vision. A brief introduction will be presented before
the film, with discussion afterward.

Full Library Event Calendar

 

Read 50 Books in 2025 to Win Awesome KOALA Quest: 500 Books Before Middle
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Library Prizes!

Register through the Long Beach Public
Library's Beanstack page for the 2025 50 Book
Challenge. With Beanstack you can pick titles
using our challenge list found in the Activity
Badges or choose any book you like. You can
even write reviews! Fiction, non-fiction, poetry,
graphic novels, audiobooks—they're all fair
game!

To register and track your reading,
visit Beanstack. Don't forget to download the
Beanstack app from Google Play  or the App
Store to make tracking what you read even
easier.

School

A dynamic reading challenge designed to
prepare children ages 6-12 for middle school!

Registration began in September 2024 and the
challenge will continue until each participant
completes the goal of reading 500 books.
KOALA Quest is available at no cost through the
Library’s Beanstack app. The app provides
participants with tools to complete activities,
access recommended book lists, and track their
progress to earn prizes.

 
Changes to Charitable Giving Laws in 2026 ​

What’s Changing in 2026
Non-itemizers: Beginning next year, individuals may deduct up to $1,000 (single) or
$2,000 (married). Note: Donor-Advised Funds and private foundations are excluded.
Itemizers: To claim a deduction, individuals must give at least 0.5% of AGI (or 1% for
corporations). This encourages earlier or larger gifts, rather than many smaller ones.
Top Earners: The deduction benefit decreases from $0.37 to $0.35 per $1 given—
providing incentive to accelerate giving before year-end.

What Remains the Same
Income tax brackets: Current rates are permanent.
Standard deduction: $15,750 (single) / $31,500 (married). Even without itemizing, you can
still give stock, real estate, or IRA funds (age 70½+).
Cash gift deduction cap: Still 60% of AGI, keeping blended gifts powerful.
Estate/gift tax exemption: $15M individual / $30M couple—most donors see greater
benefit from lifetime giving.

 
Strategic Giving Tips for 2025

Timing matters: Major gifts may be best made before December 31, 2025.
Gift “bunching”: Consider consolidating several years of giving into one tax year.
Appreciated assets: Stock and real estate gifts reduce capital gains exposure.
Employer matching: Leverage workplace matches, especially with corporate giving rules
shifting.

 
Support Library Programs by Donating

Today

 

Visit us online and follow us on social media:

https://www.longbeach.gov/library/news/2025-50-book-challenge/
http://longbeach.beanstack.org/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.beanstack
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/beanstack-tracker/id1360324277
https://longbeach.beanstack.org/reader365
https://www.lbplfoundation.org/donate/


                              

 
A great way to support your local libraries is to share these updates! Click the buttons

below to share this email with your fellow library lovers and encourage them to sign up to
receive our newsletters here.
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