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Fall 2009 

A NOTE FROM 
THE EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR: 
 

It has been a busy year for 
the Long Beach Public 

Library Foundation!  This year we welcomed 
five new Directors to the Board:  
 
Rick Alsagoff - New York Life Insurance  
Suzanne Poulsen - Community Volunteer 
Margaret Smith - Community Volunteer 
Les Starck - Southern California Edison 
Michael Stugrin - Power-by-Words.com 
  
  

They each bring fresh enthusiasm and great 
ideas, and we are grateful they have chosen 
to volunteer for our organization.  
 
At the September Board Retreat the Board 
finalized a new mission statement that 
better reflects our purpose:  
 
The Long Beach Public Library  
Foundation provides support to enhance 
the Long Beach Public Library and  
encourages literacy and education for all 
members of the community. 
   
The Foundation is also celebrating the tenth 
anniversary of our award winning Family 
Learning Centers!  The success of these 
centers and gratitude of the parents and 
children has been overwhelming. 
 

We thank you for your ongoing support of 
our Foundation.  We couldn’t provide library 
services to help children and families 
without your generosity! 
 

Yours in literacy, 
 

 
 
 
 

Sara Pillet, Executive Director 

THE GENEROUS LEGACY OF JOHN CREWS 
 
(Editor's Note: Library supporter John Crews' tragic death in the 
2008 Galaxy Towers blaze saddened and shocked the 
community. But from this tragedy, his widow, Claire Carsman, 
sought to help the residents of Long Beach.  Remembering an 
earlier request from John to give the library any monetary legacy 
he might leave, she has generously donated more than $100,000 
in John's memory to purchase books and materials and to 
support the Family Learning Centers. Recently, the Long Beach 
Public Library Foundation asked Claire to share the story of their 
love of libraries.  Her response is printed below) 

 
 

Several months before John was killed in the Galaxy fire, we had 
a discussion about making a will.  At that time I was going back 
and forth from Grass Valley to take care of my mother.  His 
response to the will was “When I die give all of my money to the 
library.”  
  
I have honored that.  Not just because I must, but because both 
John and I believe that. 
  
John went to the library every Saturday before he went to the  
office.  And then we would spend the rest of the weekend 

(Continued on page 2) 

Claire Carsman Crews poses in front of the collection of books 
donated in John’s memory.   
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2009 Board of Directors: 
 

Lorrie Hutton, President 
 

Tom Reep, Pres-Elect 
 

Dee Abrahamse, 
Vice President 
 

Lance Adams, Treasurer 
 

Mary Hancock Hinds,  
Secretary 
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Rich Archbold 
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Library Services  
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President, Friends of the 
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Advisory Board: 
 
Cheryl Avirom 
Dr. Darrell Cannon 
Dr. Thomas Clark 
James L. Crenshaw 
Mayor Bob Foster 
Dr. Frances Grover 
Diane Jacobus 
Tim Kirk 
Supervisor Don Knabe 
Josephine Molina Battiste 
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Chris Steinhauser 
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JOHN CREWS, (cont’d) 

reading.  One weekend we got into the Tarzan books.  Between trips to the library 
and the bookstore we must have read at least 20 of them.  And always, “This is 
the Long Beach Public Library with a message for John C Crews.  Your books 
are in.”  We lived with books, music and art.  Unfortunately, they were all 
destroyed in the Galaxy 
fire.  
  
My personal support for 
libraries comes from other 
parts of my life as well.  My 
mother took us to the 
Library every Saturday, 
and both John and I were 
kids who read books with 
flashlights under the 
covers.  The experiences 
libraries gave me as a kid growing up in Brooklyn, and John growing up in Detroit 
are inestimable.  I went every Saturday, and sometimes the gaggle of girls I went 
with were a little unruly.  Those were the days of “Shush.” 

  
WWII was of special importance for libraries.  During the Siege of Leningrad, not 
only did the Bolshoi and the Maryinski continue giving performances, but the 
library stayed open.  Arts and libraries give support to communities in 
distress.  They are as important as all the other emergency services.  They are a 
glue.  They enable people to remember that they are still there and they are still 
important. 
  
When my ballet dancing career was coming to an end because of injuries, I knew 
it was important to find something to do with the rest of my life.  Because I was a 
reader and a dancer very early, my love for children’s literature followed me,  I 
chose to get my MSLS from Wayne State University because it was one of the 
few accreditated Library Schools that had a department in Children’s 
Literature.  My thesis, A Critical Approach to Children’s Literature, was accepted 
and approved. 

  
Although I never was actually hired as a librarian, what I learned in  
Library School has stood me well for the years.  As a Resource Teacher/
Assistant Principal in Paramount USD, the school library was always under my 
wing I also used my education as a consultant in early childhood development 
with LACOE. 
  
John loved the Library.  After his death it was so heartwarming when I visited the 
Main Library and they remembered him.  This is his legacy. 

CREATE YOUR OWN LEGACY… 
To learn more about The Long Beach Public Library Foundation's options for 
remembering the library in your will, (or the will of a loved one), please contact Sara 
Pillet, Executive Director: 562-628-2441 or sara.pillet@charterinternet.com. 

BUY BOOKS AND HELP THE LIBRARY! 
From December 1 –15th, when you make a purchase at the Barnes & Noble store located at  
Marina Pacifica,  near PCH and 2nd, tell the checkout clerk that you are shopping to help the  
LIBRARY FOUNDATION, and a percentage of your sales will be donated back to the Foundation!   
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LIBRARY FOUNDATION   
FAMILY LEARNING CENTERS:  
CELEBRATING TEN YEARS OF 
CHANGING LIVES!   By: Barbara Egyud 
   
Public libraries play an important role in supporting the 
information, educational and  literacy needs of the com-
munities they serve.  While this is something libraries 
have always done, today the nature of services has 
changed to reflect new, different, and growing cross-
cultural needs of children, immigrants, and families. 
 
In September 1999, the Long Beach Public Library 
opened the first Family Learning Center. With the help 
of generous corporations, private foundations and indi-
vidual donors, today 12 library-based Family Learning 
Centers continue to provide free supervised homework, 
research, and technology assistance and resources for 
families in a safe environment that help children suc-
ceed in school. 
 
Every Long Beach neighborhood library is equipped 
with a Family Learning Center.  These award-winning 
centers offer internet connected computers, word proc-
essing, spreadsheet and presentation software, print-
ers, and academic collections recommended by the 
Long Beach Unified School District.  
 
Thirty-two bilingual homework helpers assist students 
and adults in understanding and completing assign-
ments, research projects, and language learning. The 
Centers not only provide assistance in math, science, 
technology, language arts, social studies and English  

 
language learning, but they also provide motivation to 
stay in school and achieve academic success with the 
assistance of positive role models.   
 
Parents also have the opportunity to interface with the 
librarians and learn how to use the library resources 
and the Family Learning Centers to help their entire 
family achieve their aspirations and realize their 
dreams. Parents and older siblings receive free access 
to résumé, job application, language and technology 
learning assistance, as well as how to utilize online job 
practice testing services to assist them in expanding 
their employment opportunities.   
 
The Long Beach Public Library Foundation is proud to 
celebrate that the Homework Helpers and librarians 
have provided over 275,000 requests for academic as-
sistance over the past ten years! 

 

JONATHAN, HOMEWORK HELPER: 
Jonathan has been a Homework Helper at Main Library for about three years.  "In high school, I 
was a part of the Red Cross Youth Corp of Long Beach. I, along with the other volunteers, taught 
basic first-aid and CPR at our Safe Kids summer camp. I was also a private tutor for a few 
years. While this was a rewarding experience, I wanted to reach out to a greater number of kids 
from my local community. I am fortunate that my job as a Homework Helper allows me to do that. 
As a child, I depended on the library’s resources to satiate my curiosity and foster my learning. I  
became a Homework Helper to help kids realize their potential and to raise awareness of the vari-
ous educational resources available to them at their public library. I believe that the FLC is a vital 
part of the community. Many of our patrons just need a little bit of extra guidance to keep them on a 
clear path towards a successful future." 

 
OSCAR, 4TH GRADE STUDENT: 
Oscar is a 4th grade ESL student currently using the Mark Twain Family Learning Center 
(FLC).  When he first starting using the FLC services he had received an F in Reading and Eng-
lish.  Thanks to daily use of the FLC and the assistance of the bilingual homework helpers his latest 
Reading and English grade was a B+.  Oscar went from being an unmotivated student to one who 
is highly motivated.  Oscar said, "With the Homework Helpers’ assistance I want to raise my grade 
to an A this year." 
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Grape Expectations Exceeds  
All Expectations!  By Michael Stugrin 
 

The Long Beach Public Library Foundation’s 7
th
 annual 

gala fundraising event, Grape Expectations, exceeded 
its goals, raising over $100,000.  The outstanding results 
showed that even in a difficult economy, the Long Beach 
community is supporting the Foundation and its library 
and literacy programs. 
 
Held on June 28

th
 at the Museum of Latin American Art, 

the event brought together over 275 supporters for a 
lovely evening of great food and wine, conversation,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

music and generous bidding on exciting auction items.  
Randy Kemner from The Wine Country was Honorary 
Chair and introduced lovely wines specially paired with 
each of the dinner courses created and served by TGIS 
Catering.  Randy Gordon, President of the Long Beach 
Area Chamber of Commerce, conducted the live auction 
and “live ask,” which started with a robust round of 
$1000 gifts!  As the sun set on a wonderful evening, vo-
calist Porter Singletary provided superb musical enter-
tainment. 
 
This year’s Library Leadership Award was presented by 
Foundation President Lorrie Hutton to the Ackerman 
Family for the incredible support that Jim Ackerman and 
his children have provided over the years to the Long 
Beach Public Library and Foundation.  The Durnin  

Family Award was presented by Gene Richey, the Foun-
dation’s Executive Director Emeritus, to Diane Jacobus 
and Nancy Kimber.  Diane and Nancy were recognized 
for their extraordinary fundraising and advocacy on be-
half of the 12 Family Learning Centers in Long Beach. 
 
Grape Expectations 2009 was made possible by the 
dedicated work over many weeks by the Foundation 
staff, directors, and volunteers.  The event co-chairs 
were Sarah Bennett, Tom Reep, and Michael Stugrin.  
Twenty local companies, organizations, and individuals 
sponsored tables and over 150 auction donors contrib-
uted to the silent and live auctions.   Thanks to all for 
making Grape Expectations one of the most anticipated 
and worthwhile events in Long Beach! 

Sara Pillet, Executive Director, (Left) and Gene Richey, Execu-
tive Director Emeritus, (Right) present Diane Jacobus (Center 
Left) and Dr. Nancy Kimber (Center Right) with the prestigious  
Durnin Family Award.  (All Photos on  Pg 4 by Gracie R. Cuico) 

Katie Ackerman (Left) and Nancy Ackerman Gaines (Right)  
accepted the Library Leadership Award on behalf of the James H. 
Ackerman Family Fund and their longstanding support of the 
Foundation and its programs.  

Randy Kemner, owner of the Wine Country, pictured here 
with his wife, was the wine expert of the evening and intro-
duced each course and its specially paired wine selection. 
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Eighth Annual Long Beach Reads One 
Book Scheduled for March, 2010   
By Margaret Farwell Smith 
 
Mark your calendars now! You will not want to miss the 8th  
annual Long Beach Reads One Book, sponsored by the Long Beach 
Public Library Foundation, scheduled for March 3 – 14, 2010.  This 
year the featured book will be The Soloist, by Steve Lopez.  Get ready for 
two weeks filled with a wide variety of programs and events that will be 
open to the public. There will be something for everyone to enjoy! 
 
Long Beach Reads One Book is a community focused cultural initiative that encourages everyone in the Long 
Beach community to read the same book at the same time, and then participate in a variety of programs that ex-
plore the themes and issues raised in the book. Last year's successful event was centered around Greg Morten-
son's poignant story, Three Cups of Tea. We hope this year even more people and organizations will be a part of 
this special event. 
 

This year's selection, The Soloist was written by LA Times columnist Lopez 
based upon series of articles about a troubled homeless man named Na-
thaniel Ayres.  Ayres is an eminently talented musician, former Julliard 
School of Music student, and Beethoven devotee whom Lopez befriends and 
tries to help.  Ayres’ passion is music, and he plays the cello with skill and 
exquisite beauty. The true story follows the friendship and mutual under-
standing that develops between these two very different people as Lopez 
tries to help Ayres.  The book was made into a popular feature film starring 
Robert Downey Jr. and Jamie Foxx. The many themes in this story will pro-
vide fabulous opportunities for programs and topics that are especially rele-
vant to our Long Beach community:  homelessness, mental health, educa-
tion, music, journalism and the power of human friendships and compassion 
to reach across all levels of society.  
 
The Library Foundation oversees and coordinates Book Week, with local 
organizations creating their own programs for public participation. Currently 
there are 24 organizations involved on the committee, including CSULB (The 
Soloist is encouraged reading for all incoming freshmen), LB City College, 
LBUSD, the Village, the Symphony and the Press Telegram. Steve Lopez 
will participate in a day long series of events on March 3, concluding with a 
panel discussion with Lopez and a Beethoven inspired musical program per-
formed by the Long Beach Poly High School Orchestra at the First Congre-
gational Church in downtown Long Beach.   
 
Susan Redfield, Chair of Long Beach Reads One Book and a member of 

the Library Foundation board, says ”Each year our Book Week programs help to create a stronger and more com-
passionate Long Beach by introducing us to new people, new ideas and new experiences.  I am so thrilled about 
next year’s selection and so look forward to involving as many groups and individuals as possible.”  The Library 
Foundation is honored that First Lady Nancy Foster will be serving as Honorary Chair for the 2010 Book Week 
Committee.  Join us in March, 2010 to celebrate books, music, learning and our Long Beach community! 
 

Save The Date! 
Steve Lopez will be 
speaking in Long 

Beach on Wednesday,  

March 3rd! 

 

If you would like more information or your organization would 
like to participate, please contact the Foundation at 
lbpl.foundation@charter.net or call 562-628-2441.  
 



THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR 2009 GENEROUS DONORS! 

(Gifts from 1/1/09-10/6/09, Does not include Grape Expectations tickets or auction item purchases) 
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Literati: $10,000 + 
Seymour and Reva Alban 
Josephine Molina-Battiste 
BP Foundation 
Cambodia Town, Inc. 
Claire Carsman in memory of John Crews 
Charley and Margaret C. Durnin 
Earl B. & Loraine H. Miller Foundation 
James H. Ackerman Fund/ Ackerman Family 

Jean and Charles Lane 

JetBlue Airways 
Don Knabe, Board of Supervisors 
LeBurta G. Atherton Foundation 
Los Angeles Times Family Fund 
Richard Neri and Kurt Schulzman 
Orange County Community Foundation 
Southern California Edison 
 

Bibliophile: $5,000-$9,999 
Jacob Adajian and Kenia Casarreal 
Cheryl Avirom 
Bank of America Charitable Foundation  
Bess J. Hodges Foundation 
George M. and Jeri A. Medak  
 

Publisher: $1,000-$4,999 
Dorothy D. Abrahamse 
Tamara W. Achauer 
Lance and Fay M. Adams 
Alamitos Bay Garden Club 
Archstone Foundation 
Jack and Binnie Berro in honor of  
 Susy and Harry Oster 
California State University, Long Beach 
Grace Cameron in honor of Sarah Bennett 
Barbara Egyud 
Mayor Bob and Nancy Foster 
Robert and Marta Anderson Griffin 
John W. and Elizabeth Hancock 
James and Jorene Hankla 
Cordelia Howard in memory of  
 Leslie C. Swadling 
Lorrie Hutton 
Jack D. and Barbara A. Irvin 
Diane K. Jacobus 
Keesal,Young & Logan 
Donald G. and Margaret C. Kott 
KUD International LLC 
Jon and Margie Masterson 
Bronston Thomas and Mary E. Barton Mayes 

Ludmila Montoya 
Larry and Kimberly E. Neipling 
Luther J. and Ginger M. Nussbaum 
Martin OôMalley 
Port of Long Beach 
Lou and Jeanette Rampino 
Thomas A. and Patricia Reep 
Peter and Eleanore L.M. Schmidt 
The Shadden Group 
Margaret Farwell Smith 
Ernest and Doris J. Soriano 
Curtis W. and Dorothy H. Spencer 
Toyota Motor Sales, USA 
 

Bookend: $500-999 
American Honda Motor Co, Inc. 
Matthew J. and Sarah C. Bennett 
Jim Cordova 
James and Vicki D. Cunningham 
John Fielder and Donita Van Horik 

Bill and Janet Gerhardt 
James B. and Michele Grubbs 
Charlie and Stephanie S. James 
Ronald L. and Sheila A. Litzinger 
Margaret Magnus 
Sandy and Deloris Mayuga 
Victor and Patty McCarty 
Bill and Pam Oehlmann 
Cosmo and Ann Perrone 
Press-Telegram 
Ethel Severson 
Phil Shildts 
Les E. and Burniece Stark 
Leo and Judith A. Vander Lans 
Pei Pei Wang 
Windes & McClaughry 
 

Author: $250-499 
Lori Anttila 
Albertsons/Supervalu Inc. 
Mike Baghramian 
Barnes & Noble Booksellers 
James G. and Patricia Craig 
Susan DeLand 
Dennis Dummit 
Keith Fowler and Sherry Hayes 
Janet Greer 
Hideo and Jeanne Karatsu 
James B. and Kathrine A. Lingle 
Long Beach Police Officers Association 
Frances Ishii Lyon 
William D. and Linda S. McCullough 
Daphne D. Munzer 
Frank and Margie Newell 
David D. and Suzanne Nosworthy 
Janet Nyquist 
William F. and Beverly Lewis OôNeill 
Byron and Nancy Pinckert 
Dennis C. and Suzanne M. Poulsen 
Joseph F. Prevratil 
Michael J. and Susan Rivard 
Peter Joseph Rosenwald in honor of  
 Barbara Egyud 
Benedict Richard Schwegler Jr. and  
 Janice Aspelin Schwegler 
Jean Bixby Smith 
Dawn N. Speroni 
Michael A. Stugrin 
Mary Jean Tusha 
Robert and Eydee Van Atta 
John Wallace 
Wokcano Asian Restaurant & Lounge 
Jo Rae T. and Francesca Zuckerman 
 

Booklover: $100-$249 
Peter G. Allen and Gladys L. Lim 
Jamie and Stacey S. Ashley 
Judy Barker 
Carolyn Batchelor 
Robert Charles Bellinger 
Matthew V. Bordoni 
Barbara H. Bostwick 
Bob and Mary Alice Braly 
Laura Breen 
Linda C. Bresnan 
Brodart Company 
Dennis Carroll 
Linda Ann Chavez and Juan Salcedo  
Raymond and Dana J. Chavez 
Emmett J. and Patricia R. Clark 

Thomas J. Clark and Betty Healy 
Alan R. Coles and Janet Yean Ching Phun 
Stephen T. and Frances S. Conley 
Mary D. Crane 
Keith T. and Rhonda S. Crowfoot 
George and Carmela Cunningham 
Patrick A. and Trudi S. Curran 
Sandra H. Darling 
Don and Kathleen De Silva 
M. Michael and Lisa A. Deaderick 
George and Gloria M. Deukmejian 
The Edwin and Dorothy Baker  Foundation 
Dale and Jan Fairbanks 
Renee S. and Francis A. Fillipow 
Malcolm and  Edith Finney 
Kristi Fischer and Joseph Vanderhorst 
Nancy Fox  
Charles R. and Jean D. Fullerton 
Donald and Donna T. Gibbs 
Jo-Anne K. Graham 
Wendy R. Greenstein 
Yoram and Eilat Gutman 
Mary Agee Hancock 
Matthew Rae Hancock in honor of  
 Fred A. & Lynne Hancock 
Ronald and Sylvia B. Hartman 
Tom and Debbie Hennessy 
Russell T. and Avalon T.S. Hill 
Kathleen J. Hoffman 
Harry T. and Joanne Hutton 
Mike and Claire Hutton 
Gary and Janet Jones 
Lisa Jones 
Ed and Florence Kendig 
Mary F. Kiddie 
Mary Ellen Kilsby 
Eugene Edward Jr. and  
 Geraldine Ann Kinsey 
Larry and Jennifer Labrado 
Barry Lamonte 
Herbert A. Levi 
Emily R. Lloyd 
William Jeff and Debra  M. Lockwood 
MD Graphics Installers 
Gary Marenzi 
Earl and Mary May Marks 
George and Janet McDonald, Jr. 
MD Graphic Installers, Inc. 
Phyllis L. Miller 
John and Michelle Molina 
Ryan and Jessica Morales 
Carlene E. Murphy 
Margaret M. Nees 
Alex and Margaret Norman 
Robert J. Peet and Conrad Rodriquez 
Carmen O. Perez 
S. Gainer and Lynne Pillsbury 
John O. and Evelyn Gawley Pohlmann 
Carol Quinlan 
Catherine M. Raneri 
Lee and Susan T. Redfield 
Peggy Reep 
Scott and Amy Royle 
Sherry and Chuck Saacke 
Stephen and Stephanie Salyer in memory 
 of Richard Hancock 
Robert and Carol Senske 
John T. and Patricia W. Shadden 
Martin S. and Gloria B. Simon 

Don R. and Marci L. Smith 
Arlene Solomon 
Edwin and Pauline Stenberg 
Rocky and Julie Suares 
Travis and Karen Taylor 
Mary M. Taylor and Paul W. Zack  
Bonnie Tebbets 
Mary E. Thoits 
Jeffrey Toelsin 
Lawrence and Colleen Triesch 
David N. and Mary Lou Webber in memory 
 of Anna Burke 
Robert A. and Sue Wenke 
Undine Hollis Wildman 
Steven K. and Elisabeth G. Wilson 
Francine N. Woods 
William and Carole Yochum 
 

Reader: $50-$99 
James E. Amrhein 
Timothy C. and Jennifer Cameron 
Robert and Donalda M. Cross 
Harley R. and Sallie C. Deere 
Robert E. and Barbara S. Ellis 
Martha Kay Evans 
Jack T. Fest 
Helena  R. Foster 
Claude T.H. and Nancy B. Friedmann 
William L. and Hannah N. Gough 
Doris H. Gylseth 
Steve and Mary Hancock Hinds 
Harry and Doris Hogue 
IAMAW DL 947 
Judith L. Jacobus 
Kenneth L. and Sandra M. Jeglum 
Katherine H. Karp 
Sharon King 
William and Mary K. Klingensmith 
Verra K. Klinkert 
Daniel and Joan P. Leb 
Marie-Jo Machefert 
William H. and Claire H. Marmion  
 in memory of Jerry King 
James M. and Lauren Killian Mintie 
Jeffrey W. and Simona S. Morris 
Paul S. and Marjorie J. Muns 
Quang Nam Nguyen 
William and Mary Lou Nicolai 
Ted R. and Randa L. Person 
Norman F. and Elizabeth L. Phillips 
Shirley B. Price in honor of  
 Dee Abrahamse 
Chris Quint and Susan Rice 
Ralphs Grocery Company/Kroger 
Eunice N. Sato in honor of   
 Cordelia Howard 
Jerry R. and Margaret H. Schubel 
Sidney and Phyllis Schulman 
Leon S. and Barbara Shoag 
David L. Sievers 
Robert C. and Mary B. Soth 
William W., Jr., M.D., and Mary C. Stanton 
Alfred and Sylvia Strum 
Julio Tubau and Yaga Szlachcic 
Shawn and Jennifer A. Wardlow 
Richard H. and Louise M. Wilde 
Mollie Carol Woods 
Marianne Venieris 
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Tamara Achauer in memory  

 of Bruce Achauer 

Seymour and Reva Alban 

Drs. Mary E. Barton & Thomas Mayes 

Cambodia Town, Inc.  
Darrell and Sue Cannon 

Dr. Kenia Casarreal and  

 Judge Jacob Adajian 

Charley and Margaret Durnin 

Mayor Bob and Nancy Foster 

 

Steve and Mary Hancock Hinds  

 in memory of Ross Miho 

Cordelia Howard & Doris Soriano  

 in memory of Lynda Fritz 

Jack and Barbara Irvin 
Diane Jacobus  

Nancy D. Kimber, MD. 

Joan and John Knight,  

 EKS Foundation 

Jean and Charles Lane 

LeBurta G. Atherton Foundation 

Jeri and George Medak in memory  

 of Grant Hampton  

Earl B. & Loraine H. Miller Foundation 

Family of Josephine Molina Battiste 

Richard Neri and Kurt Schulzman 
Marty O’Malley 

Gene and June Richey 

Peter and Eleanore Schmidt 

Ken Slaybaugh Memorial 

Southern California Edison 

Leo and Judith Vander Lans 

Southern California Edison:   
A Strong  
Corporate 
Partner! 
 

The Long Beach 
Public Library Foundation is grateful for the tremen-
dous generosity and support that Edison has dem-
onstrated over the past year.  Edison was the  
Champagne Sponsor for our Grape Expectations 
fundraiser in June and in September donated 
$25,000 to help the Family Learning Center  
program.  The check was presented by Les Stark, 
Vice President of Public Affairs and a Library Foun-
dation director, during the annual Board retreat. 
 
Southern California Edison’s corporate giving  
mission is to “enhance the quality of life for those 
who live and work in the communities we serve.”  
As one of Edison’s largest service areas and cus-
tomer base in Southern California, Long Beach 
residents and library patrons are lucky to benefit 
from Edison’s generous corporate giving! 

Mark Twain Family Learning Center Fund Reaches  ONE MILLION DOLLARS! 
 

The Long Beach Public Library Foundation Board of Directors is proud to announce that the endow-
ment fund to support the Jean and Charles Lane Family Learning Center at the Mark Twain Library 
has reached one million dollars thanks to a generous gift by the late Jean and Charles Lane.  
 
The Foundation was thrilled to learn that Jean and Charles Lane chose to leave their estate in equal 
parts to four nonprofits in the Long Beach community for unrestricted use.  The Board of Directors 
unanimously decided to designate a portion of the gift to benefit the appropriately named Jean and 
Charles Lane Family Learning Center.  
 
“Jean and Charles would have loved to have known their gift was going to benefit the children and 
the Family Learning Center that was named for them.  They always loved children and libraries.” 
said Jack Irvin, a Library Foundation director and personal friend of the Lanes.   
 

Thank you to our Mark Twain Family Learning Center Endowment and Program Donors: 

Wordsmith: $30-$49 
Ingrid Aall 
Donna J. Anglin 
Darrell Bice and Niki Tennant 
Philip and Leslye Borden 
Jonathan J. and Donna Jean Boyce 
Jeanette Cleaveland & Jean F. Hill 
Mary Coates 
Carl and Kathy Cohn 
Elaine K. Cooper 
John J. Jr. and Elizabeth J. Day 
James K. Elliott 
Vilda Joan Flint 
John M. and Kimberly J. Garvey 
Diane L. Gleason 
Frances J. Harding in memory of  
 Elinor Mitchell 
Tom N. and Lynn A. Hermstad 
Conrad Housley and Gay H. Lyon 
Kirby M. Kisner 
Duane Kuster 
Harry N. and Eva Lowenstein 
Colleen Kelly Maxfield 
Margaret McNie 
Jon and Sylvia Meyer 
Ross and Sherilyn Norakvan 
Dorothy H. Orman in memory of  
 William A. Orman 
Sema'an I. and Juanita G. Salem 
Alain and Martine Sarfatti 
Kenneth M. Shimogawa 
Pamela Ray Silence 
Sharon and Matthew Sloan, M.D.  

Larry E. and Lois J. Small 
Shirley O. Smith 
Mark and Nancy V. Speizer 
Julie Thong 
Linda Rae Truzzi 
Gerald Tyner 
Sandy VandenBerge 
Roy W. and Cynthia S. Walters 
Richard M. and Linda L. Warner 
Kathy A. Wilson 
 

Additional Gifts: 
Bill and Linda L. Alexander -
Anonymous in memory of Anna 
Burke- Donald W. and Rowena M. 
Beane - L. Blackwell in memory of 
Anna Burke - Joe G. and Susan L. 
Blair  - George R. and Mary M. 
Caddle - Verna M Dunning - Laurie 
Elberger -Dawn S. Klemm - Ralph 
Paul, Jr. and Patricia A. Koons - 
League of Women Voters - Marian 
A. Lerner in memory of Ana Burke - 
Michael J. and Marie L. McGinnis - 
Marie L. McGinnis and Louise S. 
Plusch  - David and Tina B. Pirazzi 
- Andrew J. Rocha - Larry E. and 
Linda Rosenlof - Lynne S. Russell 
and Robert H. Seymour in memory 
of Bill Lyon - Robert W. and  
Barbara A. Smith - Adrea Stoker - 
Cynthia D. Terry - Nancy Villasenor 
- Merideth M. Wiberg - John D. 
Wordie - R.W. and JoAnn Zergman 
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What’s the best way for YOU to support  
the Long Beach Public Library Foundation? 

 
In its twelfth year, the Long Beach Public Library Foundation contin-
ues to support our city’s public libraries.  Below are several ways to 
join us! 
 
Financial Gift: Please use the envelope provided inside to make a tax-
deductible donation to the Long Beach Public Library Foundation.  Your gift 
will help us continue our mission of supporting the Long Beach Public Li-
brary and important literacy programs including the Family Learning Cen-
ters and Raising A Reader.  If your employer has a “matching gift” program, 
please remember to include that information to double your contribution! 
 

Mark Twain Yellow Brick Road Campaign: Do you have someone you would like to recognize or honor with a 
meaningful gift? A $50.00 donation will help support the twelve Family Learning Centers and will reserve a “virtual 
brick” on the interactive touch screen in the Mark Twain Library.  Contact the Foundation for a brochure.  
 
Living Legacy Society: Members of this group name the Long Beach Public Library Foundation in their wills as 
the beneficiary of insurance policies or through other planned giving instruments.  If you have already named us,  
please let us know. 
 
Endowment Gifts:  Large gifts to one of our three endowments will help ensure that the Foundation, library pro-
grams and library materials will benefit generations to come.  Contact us to learn about named funds to honor 
yourself or a loved one. 
  
Volunteer Your Time:  We are always looking for volunteers to assist us with mailings, computer projects, data 
entry, research, advisory committees and event coordination.   
 
Donate Gently Used Books: Our partner organization, The Friends of the Long Beach Public Library, collects 
used books to sell at their bookstore located at Main Library.  The proceeds are donated back to the library.   
Just drop the books off at your nearest library and direct them to the “Friends.”   
 
For more information on any of these opportunities or to join us, please call us at (562) 628-2441. 

 
Long Beach Public Library Foundation 
101 Pacific Avenue 
Long Beach, California  90822 
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